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ATTALID KINGS (ATTALIDAI) 


A treasurer of Lysimakhos, the king of Thrace and Macedon, the Greco-Paphlagonian eunuch 
Philetairos rebelled against his master and retained control of the city of Pergamon in western Anatolia under 
Seleucid suzerainty. The Seleucids proved unable to liquidate the small principality when it began to assert its 
independence in 261, and Attalos I’s victory over the Galatians led him to assume the title ofking in 238. 
Pergamon’s kings became allies of the Romans, who intervened to protect the kingdom from the expansionist 
designs of the Seleucids ofSyria and the Antigonids ofMacedon. The peace of Apameia (188) allowed 
Pergamon to extend its control over much of western Anatolia with Roman approval. Carefully developed by its 
kings, especially Eumenes II and Attalos II, Pergamon enjoyed a period of cultural and economic prosperity and 
became a cultural center of disproportional importance, founding new cities (e.g., Attaleia) and offering 
patronage to Athens among other ancient Greek cities. The kingdom had remained an ally of Rome, and in 13 3 
the eccentric king Attalos III bequeathed it to the Roman Republic. This bequest was opposed by Attalos’ half- 
brother Aristonikos, who was suppressed in 130 and the core of the kingdom was turned into the Roman 
province of Asia in 129 BC. Some of the kingdom’s territories were turned over to the kings of Pontus and 
Cappadocia, who had helped the Romans in defeating Aristonikos, but were also taken over by the Romans by 
the end of the century. The area remained under Roman rule without interruption until it was overrun by the 
Saljuq Turks after the battle of Mantzikert in AD 1071; it was recovered by the Eastern Roman Empire in the 
aftermath of the First Crusade’s passage through Anatolia in 1097, and was lost to the Turkic tribesmen again 
shortly after 1300. 
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Attalid dynasts and kings of Pergamon 

Philetairos ... son of Attalos of Tieion; dynastes of Pergamon under Seleucid suzerainty 
Eumenes I ... son of Eumenes, brother of Philetairos 

Attalos I Soter 1 ... son of Attalos, son of Attalos, brother of Philetairos; basileus 238 

Eumenes II Soter Euergetes 1 ... son of Attalos I 

Attalos II Philadelphos Euergetes ... son of Attalos I; associated 160 

Attalos III Philometor Euergetes ... son of Eumenes II 

Eumenes III’ ... bastard son of Eumenes II; deposed, died 129 

(Roman province of Asia 129) 


1 Also titled Euergetes. 

1 Also titled Philadelphos Euergetes. 
J Originally named Aristonikos. 



